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A LOOK AT LITTLE COMMON 


Littke Common as we know it today covers a fairly wide area but in 
earlier times it was, as it suggests, only a ‘Little Common’, being one 
of three commons. The lands known as Little Common were those 
around and within the triangle formed by Green Lane, the lower end 
of Peartree Lane and Church Hill. A small portion extended 
northwards to the small stream that drains out through Picknill. 


The Great Common was Cooden Down. Two separate areas of 
Common had evolved here before the end of the 18th century: 


South, on lands of the old Manor of Cooding 

North, on the higher ground and pointing downhill as far 
as Little Common village pond. This northern area was 
called Sliders Common. 


Mention of these commons can be found in early mediaeval 
documents. There is a manuscript held in the British Museum dated 
1304 concerning common of pasture on Codingdune (Cooding 
Down). 


An entry of 1691 in the Court Books of the Manor of Bexhill refers to 
the “Little Common”. 


Commons were often private property. “Common of Pasture” does not 
imply that the right of grazing was available to all: it means that 
grazing rights were shared, the Commoners being possibly the owners 
of Common or their tenants. 


During the latter part of the 18th Century, and on into the 19th, very 
large families were the norm. As the population grew, so did the need 
for food. Thus became national policy to encourage farmers to enclose 
and cultivate common lands. 


No 


By the start of the 19th century most of the ‘Littke Common’ had been 
enclosed. Between 1792 and 1808 so had the common lands of the 
south of Cooden Down. Sliders Common was to remain until about 
1840, but it lost it’s name. It was now officially referred to as “Cooden 
Down’. 


ARMADA BEACONS ON COODEN DOWN 

The Spanish Armada of 1588 was unsuccessful. It was first spotted on 
19th July off the coast of Cornwall by Captain Thomas Fleming on 
board his ship the ‘Golden Hind’. The Armada passed within sight of 
the Sussex Coast on 25th July. 


A survey had been made of the coast in 1587 by Sir Thomas Palmer 
and Walter Coverte Esq. Their brief had been to prepare a detailed 
report showing which of the shore defences needed reinforcement. 


In February 1587 Elizabeth | ordered that beacons were to be erected. 
A chain of beacons on hill tops were by far the quickest way of 
sending warnings over long distances. Bexhill had two on Cooden 
Down. 


LITTLE COMMON IN 1808 

As can be seen on the Duke of Dorset’s Survey of the Manor of 
Bexhill of 1808 (East Sussex Record Office ref AMS 5819), Little 
Common was no more than a cross roads with a few cottages. The 
‘Little Common’ was starting to be built on and grants to build on the 
waste had been granted during the 1790's. This was to gradually 
continue until, as now, the common land had been completely 
developed. 


The surrounding land, apart from the commons, was farmland 
belonging to Broadoak and Kewhurst Farms. Barnhorn and Buckholt 
Manors also held land in the area. 


The Twitten is the oldest part and Peach Cottage and the two other 
pairs of cottages were here by 1808. The people who lived in this 
small hamlet did not have their own Church. They would have to 
walk to St Peter’s Church which would take them up the hill to the 
Denbeigh Public House and down the narrow lane (now the busy 
Little Common Road) with wild flowers and brambles in the 
hedgerows and cross the foot of Bexhill Down with Fatlands Farm on 
the right and up Belle Hill to reach the Church of St Peter. 


LITTLE COMMON IN 1840 

In 1839 the Bexhill Tithe Map had been drawn and we now see that 
Little Common as we know it was beginning to take shape. 

More cottages have been built and the land was being divided for 
future properties and plots for cultivation. The tithe Map and 
Schedule is very important as it shows who owns and occupies the 
properties and land, the acreage and how the land was used. Mainly 
farmland still but lying to the west of Peartree Lane, which was earlier 
called Upper Kiln Bank, the land was used for lime burning. Lime 
was used in the building trade and for conditioning the soil. 


Until about 1876 the highway from Bexhill to Eastbourne turned 
southwards at Little Common. It turned right across the levels 
following the Lower Marsh Road, then known as either the Pevensey 
Trade, the Sluice Trade or the Bexhill Trade. 


Wheeled traffic passing through Little Common would have taken the 
higher and drier road now named The Twitten before turning South. It 
is on the outside of this curving route that the Wheatsheaf Inn, two 
blacksmiths, a shop and early housing were located. It is on the inside 
that the last unenclosed portion of common remained. 


The villagers still had to attend St Peter’s Church as St Mark’s was 
not built until 1842 but they had a Methodist Chapel since 1837. 


CHURCH AND CHAPEL 

Litthe Common’s earliest religious building, so far found, dates from 
1837 when a turf chapel was built at the junction of today’s Meads 
Road and Cooden Sea Road for the Methodists. This was a small 
building with turves collected by the early Methodists; it had a small 
area around it enclosed with a fence and gate. This was replaced by a 
brick built chapel in 1859 at a cost of £62 and was for some years run 
by the Cheale family. The building which occupied the site until 
recently was Cheale’s Newsagents shop. 


The chapel was supplied with ministers and local preachers from the 
St Leonard’s Circuit. Divine Service was Sunday 2.30 and 6 pm, 
every alternate Tuesday evening at 7.0 pm, Sunday School 10.30 am. 
Society Steward for many years at the turn of the century was Mr 
Robert Elliott. 


A modern Wesleyan Church was built in Shepherds Close in 1926. 


ST MARK’S CHURCH 

The Church of St Mark was originally built as a chapel of ease to St 
Peter’s Bexhill in 1842. It was enlarged in 1885 to keep up with the 
growing population and again in 1931. The district chapelry of 
Bexhill St Mark was formed out of the parish of St Peter in September 
1857. The first Rector was the Rev Simpson. 


There is a Church Institute which was built by Stephen Gillham in 
1912. 


ST MARK’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 

The Church of England School of St Mark was opened on Ist January 
1855 and was enlarged in 1863 to provide a Masters House. Later 
additions were carried out in 1890 by William Gillham who did much 
building in Little Common. The School log in 1908 states that 
between the 3rd to Sth March, 7 to 8 inches of snow fell so children 
who did manage to get to school were sent home early. 


As the population grew a new County Primary school was built in 
Shepherds Close and the old school was closed in 1961 although it 
was not demolished until 6 years later in 1967. The site of the old 
school was made into a car park for St. Mark’s Church. 


ST MARTHA’S CHURCH 

The Roman Catholic Church at Little Common, dedicated to St 
Martha, was inspired by Father Edmund Hobson, parish priest at 
Bexhill for many years. The architect was Mr Marshall Wood and the 
foundation stone was laid in August 1939 by the Bishop Pella, 
assistant to the Bishop of Southwark. During the war years it was used 
by troops stationed in the area. 


THE VILLAGE STORES 

The first village stores was called ‘Stride’s Castle’ and was situated 
where Peartree Court is today. Robert Stride was born in 1780 in 
Emsworth, Hampshire and it is uncertain when he came to Little 
Common. He married Mary Elliott at Hooe in 1818. They ran the 
grocers shop in Little Common and were a childless couple. 


Mary’s brother John had five children and the business was left to his 
eldest son, Alfred Leaney Elliott, on the death of Robert Stride in 
1855. During the 1840's Robert Stride retired and lived in Cannon 
Cottage which stood just in front of the stores, where Lloyds Bank 
Chambers are now. 


The shop became known as Elliott's Stores and stocked everything 
you could think of and the first Post and Telegraph Office was 
situated there. Alfred Leaney Elliott died in 1889, his widow ran it 
until her death in 1899. The shop was taken over by his son Richard 
Elliott in 1900. After his death in 1922 his widow ran it until her 
death in 1937. Her sons Alfred and Edward were running the shop for 
a while until closure later that year,. 


Richard’s brother Robert ran the village bakery which was opposite 
the stores where Walter’s shop is now. He ran this for a very long time 


until it was taken over by Mr Sherrington. 


CONTENTS OF THE SHOP 

Village stores in the old days stocked for all needs and not only food. 
Some of the items Elliott’s stocked were: gunpowder, gun caps, wads, 
number 4 and 5 shot for muzzle loading guns, nails - one to four 
inches, clay pipes - ha’ penny each, rock brimstone, sulphur, salt petre, 
Russian glue, fullers earth, cream of tartar, flower pots and saucers, 
light and dark shag, Birdseye tobacco, snuff, cigars, and cigarettes. 
They even went in for mending punctured bicycle tyres. 


EARLY MEMORIES OF THE INTERIOR OF 
ELLIOTT’S SHOP 

Oil lamps hung from the ceiling. There were two counters with a 
central space; right-hand side was haberdashery, left-hand side 
grocery. There were steps up to the door and bare floorboards inside; 
those inside the door were badly worn and dipped when trodden on. 
‘The shop was open till 8 pm. There was a stool for customers. The 
shop sold paraffin alongside the butter. Butter came in a large block 
and lumps were cut off and patted into shape. Loose sugar and dried 
fruit were kept in drawers and weighed out into cones twisted out of a 
square of blue sugar paper. Biscuits were sold loose and customers 
often had half a pound. Sometimes children were given broken 
biscuits. 


MR RICHARD ELLIOTT 

Mr Elliott as remembered in an article in the Bexhill Observer in 
1961 by Mr Douglas Young of Cooden Mount, was a tall, lean, grave 
but kindly bewhiskered man who knew what was in every drawer 
which covered the walls of his shop. He never became wealthy 
because he secretly helped those whose earnings were small but 
whose families were large. Likewise he was lenient with the sick and 
aged and those who could not pay. On Sundays Mr Elliott would be 
seen dressed in his best black going to the little Wesleyan Chapel 
where he was deacon. 
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THE GILLHAM FAMILY OF LITTLE COMMON 

The Gillham family first came to Little Common about 1765 from 
Marden in Kent. This was Thomas Gillham, who was a cordwainer (a 
person who worked in leather making shoes etc) and married 
Elizabeth Smith at St Peter’s Church in 1768. Thomas built two 
cottages | & 2 The Twitten c1804 and left one to his youngest son, 
John, at his death in 1829. 


Later generations of the Gillham family were builders but perhaps 
what is more widely remembered was their smuggling activities. 
Their home at this time was Peach Cottage in The Twitten. 


The Gillham family were builders from c1803 to 1960. 

George 1773-1831 and son James 1799-1889 were both builders and 
also smugglers and George ran the Little Common gang and kept an 
Account Book now on loan to the Smuggler’s Adventure in Hastings 
Caves. 


William, 1827-1913 grandson of George above traded as William 
Gillham nicknamed “Shopman”. 


George born 1850, Stephen 1854-1925, William 1857-1944 and 
Thomas born 1861 were brothers and sons of William above. They 
traded as Gillham Brothers from Cooden Down. After 1910 George 
was a carpenter, William had a shop now Churchill Drapery and 
Thomas had a jeweller’s shop in Church Hill. Stephen Gillham traded 
as S. Gillham from Peach Cottage. 


Harry born 1880 and George born 1896 were sons of Stephen and 
traded as 11 & G Gillham from ‘Cowdengate’, now the Gaby 
Hardwicke Office in Sea Road from 1925 until 1960 when the firm 
was wound up. 


LITTLE COMMON GANG OF SMUGGLERS 

The Litthke Common Gang were a fairly strong band of smugglers. 
They began their operations from the beach at the Sluice opposite the 
Star Inn at Normans Bay. One of the former members of the gang, 
George Gillham, kept an account book during the years 1825-7. The 
following names of the gang appeared in the book: Thomas Messeg, 
William Vitler, William Savage, William Britt, Thomas Shoesmith, 
William Winham, John Farmer, Samuel Beeching, Josh Curtis, A. 
Beney, James Sinding, Thomas Miller, William Miller, Richard 
Gillham, Henry Stubberfield, John Gillham, Thomas Gillham, George 
Gillham snr., James Gillham, George Gillham and three Bennett 
brothers. 


George Gillham snr. Was nicknamed ‘Smack’, a builder by day and a 
smuggler by night! Many of the gang had nicknames; Thomas 
Gillham was ‘Peckham’, the Bennett brothers were ‘Ducky’, ‘Sham’ 
and ‘Harlequin’ and the member named Shoesmith was ‘Boathook’. 
One of the Bennetts became the sexton of St Mark’s Church. 


The Gillham family lived at Peach Cottage in The Twitten. Beside the 
front door of Peach Cottage stood two Box trees in tubs and beneath 
them were larger tubs where smuggled goods were concealed. 


The gang had two boats, ‘The Long Boat’ and the ‘Princess 
Charlotte’, both capable of bringing many tubs of spirits from France; 
they were berthed at a spot known locally as Willow Tot. In February, 
1822 Customs men, armed with carbines, prevented the "Princess 
Charlotte from landing. Three hundred smugglers armed with cudgels 
and bats had gathered in front of the Star Inn but retreated before the 
greater strength of the Customs men. On another occasion some of the 
yang were imprisoned in one of the Martello Towers, but by removing 
mortar from between the bricks, managed to escape. 


The Excise men once captured a number of tubs of spirits and 
engaged Samuel Beeching, a local farmer, to carry the cargo to 
Hastings. Mr Beeching combined smuggling with his farming work 


and plied the Officers who accompanied him with strong drink so 
they fell asleep in the waggon, which was stopped near the Inn at 
Bulverhythe. There the tubs were thrown into a field by James 
Gillham and afterwards retrieved by the Innkeeper. 


A part-time member of the gang was John Mott, a shepherd who lived 
and died in the old cottage which stands at the top of Barnhorn Hill 
on the north side. He was a tub carrier for the gang and was once 
chased across the Pevensey marsh by a Blockade man with a cutlass, 
who slashed him across the back, cutting him deeply. The two tubs 
fell off and he dived into a stream where he remained hidden until 
able to crawl home in the dark. He dared not risk calling a Doctor; he 
survived, but was a cripple for the rest of his life. 


One of the Little Common gang’s nastier ventures was the murder of 
an Excise man. They had bribed this man to allow them to land a 
cargo, but he was the first to attempt to seize the boat as it neared the 
beach, so the smugglers dragged the Excise man into the boat, rowed 
out to sea, murdered him and threw his body overboard. When the 
body was washed ashore, the money paid as a bribe was found in his 
pockets. 


When the use of firearms, both by the preventive men and the 
smugglers became general, the gang was disbanded and their boat 
‘The Princess Charlotte’ was broken up. 


THE VILLAGE POST OFFICE 

The Post Office is now in its fifth. position at the end of Peartree Lane 
near the roundabout, having first been situated in Elliott’s Stores 
using part of the drapery counter. In 1900 Robert Elliott has a large 
double fronted house built called ‘Brookfield’ in Church Hill. This 
had a smaller extension on the side to accommodate a Post Office and 
Telegraph service. Mrs Elliott also took in paying guests. The Post 
Office did not seem to be there very long as by 1910 it had moved to 
Cannon Cottage. A lean-to building seems to have been built on to 
Cannon Cottage with a frontage to Church Hill and enclosed with a 
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picket fence. This was called New Jansi and the Post Mistress was 
Mrs White. The fourth position of the Post office was in Cooden Sea 
Road number 20, ‘Southdown House’ originally a butcher's shop 
which was next door to the Lynmouth Dairy. It was certainly here in 
the 1930's eventually moving to its present position in Peartree Lane. 


CANNON COTTAGE 

Cannon Cottage was built c1800 and was once owned by Robert 
Stride who first had the village stores before the Elliott family. 
Cannon Cottage stood where Lloyd’s Bank stands today. It is said that 
Mr Stride called it Cannon Cottage because he bought it at the time a 
Major Armstrong was demonstrating a new cannon to the War Office 
on Cooden Down about 1850. Mr Stride erected a fence or hedge to 
enclose Cannon Cottage with the shop, which also enclosed the 
western end of The Twitten. He turned this land into a big yard for his 
merchandise. The villagers would not be denied their rights of way 
and soon broke gaps in the fence and later it was an open area again. 
Later it was renamed New Jansi and a side extension was used as the 
village Post Office with a frontage to Church Hill. The cottage was 
demolished to make way for the Lloyd’s Bank. 


READING ROOM 

Little Common Reading Room and Working Men’s Club was first 
situated in a cottage in Church Hill called ‘Black Cottage’. This 
cottage was owned by Col. Henry Lane and was lent by him in the 
1890's for the above purpose. The Hon. Secretary at this time was 
Thomas Stiles and it was open from 7pm to 10pm. 


A later Reading and Recreation Room was opened at 2, Freshwater 
Cottages, Cooden Sea Road in c1907 and was open between 6 and 10 
every evening for the use of the inhabitants of Little Common. A 
small charge was made for admission and all kinds of games, 
newspapers and other periodicals were provided. 
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TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 

The first telephone exchange for Cooden was opened in Thomas 
Gillham’s jewellers shop in ‘Sunnyside’, 70 Cooden Sea Road in 
1912. This is now ‘Select Interiors’. It comprised one operating 
position which was situated in the sitting room and was operated by 
the twin daughters of Mr Gillham, May and Lilian Gillham. On 27 
May 1925 it was transferred to Farley House 46, Cooden Sea Road; a 
larger purpose built automatic exchange was opened in 1963 in 
Meads Road. 


THE CROSSROADS 

Before the roundabout existed this open area was more or less the 
village green which was crisscrossed with paths made by the villagers 
as they crossed in different directions. At the turn of the century and 
before, if you stood with your back to Peartree Lane you would see on 
the near right the ‘Wheatsheaf Inn’. The Barnhorn Road was only a 
small track and across part of this straddled the Forge and Forge 
Cottage. Then came Pond Cottages, two shops and Freshwater 
Cottages, a house sideways on to the road and then the small 
Methodist Chapel on the corner of Meads Road. As you look to the 
lefi, on the corner was Dick’s Wheelwrights shop and then the pond. 
Looking north from the Cooden Sea Road side you would see 
Elliott’s Stores and the Bakers either side of Peartree Lane and also 
Cannon Cottage and the houses up Church Hill. The oldest part, The 
Twitten, was hidden from view and was unfortunately not 
photographed by the postcard publishers; at least none have been 
found as yet. 


Let us now have a little walk along Cooden Sea Road and look at 
some of the interesting houses and cottages starting from Meads 
Road; 


44/46 Cooden Sea Road 

There were two pairs of these houses built in 1906 by J.W. Webb. 
The pair next door, numbers 40 and 42 were demolished in 1970 to 
make way for the supermarket. 


40 was called‘ Meadside’, 42 *Holmwood’ 

44 ‘Brentwood’, 46 ‘Farley’. Number 46 was the second site of the 
telephone exchange which moved there in 1925 from the jeweller’s 
shop at number 68, until the purpose built exchange was built at the 
rear of ‘Farley’ in 1963. 


Tim’s Hardware 54 Cooden Sea Road 

This was built around 1880 as a shop and dwelling by William 
Gillham with a stable and cart shed at the rear. An extension to 
lengthen the shop front was added in 1937. For many years this was 
run by B.T. Duke, family grocer, as later Hills. 

56 Cooden Sea Road 

This was called ‘Laburnhum Cottage’ later ‘Cowdengate’. This 
cottage was built prior to 1840 and you will see the front of the 
building is facing south which had the full view of the garden which 
has subsequently been built on. The door to the solicitor’s office has 
been added with a porch to the side of the house which faces the 
pavement. John Barnes, a fisherman, lived here for some years at the 
turn of the century, and later some members of the Gillham family. 


58/60 Cooden Sea Road 

Built in 1937 by HG Gillham on land owned by the Gillham family 
who lived at No 56. Originally called ‘Mabran’ (No 58) and ‘Sarre’ 
(No 60) 


62/64 Cooden Sea Road 

Built in 1902 by William Gillham snr in the garden of number 56 and 
known as | & 2 Providence Cottages. Originally brick finish with a 
diamond in the centre between the bedrooms with a small plaque 
quoting the date of 1902, also a string course of three rows of darker 
brick dividing the first and second floors. This has been rendered out 
leaving only the small date plaque. 


66 Cooden Sea Road 
‘Little Cottage’ built in 1956 on land which was part of the garden to 
number 56 and owned by the Gillham family. 


68/72 Cooden Sea Road 

Looking at this semi-detached pair you would think they had been 
built at the same time but the taller house was built in 1891 by 
William Gillham as a detached cottage called ‘High Hedges’. In 1914 
the addition was built for Thomas Gillham, who was a jeweller and 
watchmaker, as a workshop with rooms over. This was called 
‘Sunnyside’ and was the site of the first telephone switchboard with 
one operating position. This was situated in the sitting room and 
operated by the twin daughters of Mr Gillham, May and Lilian. It was 
for many years known as ‘Knitcraft’ before it was taken over by 
‘Select Interiors’ 


74/76 Cooden Sea Road 
Originally | & 2 Vernon Cottages built c1880. Today’s number 76 
has an extension for the chiropodist’s surgery built 1986. 


86/88 Cooden Sea Road 
This pair was built by George Gillham in 1910 and was | & 2 West 
View. 


90/92 Cooden Sea Road 

These were built in 1899 with shop fronts for J. Ekins. You can still 
see the shop front supports. 

90 was called ‘Oxford House’ 

92 was called ‘The Heather’ 


94 to 98 Cooden Sea Road 
Built between 1873 and 1899 
94 used to be a Police house 
96 was called ‘Donnie’ 

98 was called ‘Coralie Cottage’ 


100 Cooden Sea Road 
‘Heathey Lea’ built 1870's. Robert Elliott of Elliott's Stores and his 
wile lived here in 1881. 


102 Cooden Sea Road 

‘Paragon Cottage’ 

Built between 1840 and 1873. Called ‘Magnolia Cottage in 1913. 
There were additions to form a shop at the side for Mr Evans who was 
a photographer. 


106 Cooden Sea Road 
The site of the Gillham Brothers workshop on Cooden Down, now 
‘Badgers Hide’. The workshop was demolished in 1964. 


108/110 Cooden Sea Road 

This pair of cottages were built by the Gillham Brothers in the 1880's 
next to their workshop situated where number 106 ‘Badgers Hide’ is 
now. 

108 was called ‘Cooden Down’ 

110 was called ‘Dippy Cottage’ 


111 Cooden Sea Road is 

a very modern looking house. 

The core of this is a very old cottage ‘Strawberry Cottage’ which was 
built in 1830 and named after the strawberry fields which were around 
here. It was greatly enlarged in 1964. 


112 Cooden Sea Road 

‘Victoria Cottage’ built between 1839 and 1873. Additions were 
made to this in 1900 by William Gillham. Called ‘Shirley Lodge’ in 
1927. 


114 Cooden Sea Road 

‘Forres Cottage’ built between 1839 and 1873 so named because 
Jessie Gurton wife of William Gurton was born at Forres in 
Morayshire in Scotland, these two ran it as a lodging house.. At the 
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turn of the twentieth century, Dr Bunn lived here. 


116 Cooden Sea Road 
‘Arden Cottage’ built between 1839 and 1873 


118 Cooden Sea Road 
‘Seaview Cottage’ built between 1839 and 1873. One time known as 
‘Erica’. In 1881 a retired hatter lived here. 


COODEN MOUNT 

We are now at the top of Cooden Down and if you go up Coverdale 
Avenue and round to where it meets Tindale Avenue; this was the site 
of Cooden Mount which was the home of the Young family. Henry 
Young had the large house built by William Gillham in 1884. It had 
extensive views over to Beachy Head and Pevensey Bay. The land 
here was farmed and was quite prosperous although many years before 
it was just scrub with a few sheep. The Youngs were ironfounders 
having their works at Ecclestone Street in Pimlico. Henry Young was 
one of the best sculptors of his time and cast many of the great statues 
in London and around. 


COODEN DOWN 

Not far from Cooden Mount stood BELLINDER (Bellender or 
Belinda) COTTAGE which was a landmark to shipping as it stood on 
Cooden Down. In those early days The Down was bleak pasture land 
dotted with sheep, heather and gorse, where shepherds tended their 
flock and scanned the horizon for French invaders. Also nearby was 
the site where the beacon fires were lit in times of trouble. ‘Lowthers 
Lambs’ used it as a storehouse during the 1914/18 War and in 1944 it 
was damaged by enemy action. One of the most interesting tenants 
was James Deeprose who was an old man in the 1870s. He had been a 
tall strong Sussex character. He and his wife Sophie brought up 8 
children on a wage of 12 shillings a week. Jimmy Deeprose would go 
down to Little Common village every Saturday night to be shaved by 
Mr Cheal, after which he would call on Richard Elliott the grocer, 
Robert Elliott the baker and Caleb Smith the butcher to make and 
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carry home his purchases for the coming week. These included a 
pennyworth of sweets for his children and two pennyworth of baccy 
for his short clay pipe. 


Let us know return to the crossroads and take a walk up: 


CHURCH HILL 

On the left where Lloyd’s Bank is stood Cannon Cottage and past 
that is Thornleigh with a later addition; this is Churchill Drapery but 
it was once a house built for the Gillhams. Past this is a block of five 
terraced cottages built in 1885 by William Gillham. The fourth one 
along had a shop front, and this was Thomas Gillham’s watchmaker 
and jewellery business before he moved to Cooden Sea Road. 
William Mitten Cycle Agent lived in the second one in. The other five 
houses were built at a similar time. 


GREEN LANE 

We then come to Green Lane and can see the car park for the Church 
and Church Institute. On this site stood the village school. Opposite 
where the block of flats is was a bus garage. In May 1919 Carter and 
Lidstone Ltd. ran services to the outlying parts of Bexhill, later to 
Hooe, Catsfield, Ninfield and Battle. Maidstone and District Bus Co 
was also running buses in Bexhill from 1919. These services were 
running in competition with Carter and Lidstone whom they finally 
bought out in 1926. Maidstone and District took over Carter and 
Lidstone’s bus station until they built their own bus garage in 
Terminus Road, which opened in 1927. The site of the old garage in 
Green Lane later became a dye works under the name of the London 
Valet Service. On the 1962 map this is shown as a laundry. 


THE TWITTEN 

Now turn left along a very narrow path and you will emerge into The 
Twitten. This is the oldest thoroughfare, where wheeled traffic came 
to avoid the muddy Church Hill. The old cottages here were built on 
the Common and grants to build here were granted in the 1790s, as 
can be seen in the Manor Court Rolls held in the East Sussex Record 
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Office. There are two pretty pairs of cottages built 1804. The Twitten 
also has six houses which were built in the 1930s. The most 
interesting one of the old cottages is Peach Cottage built in the mid 
18th century; this is currently being researched. It was most widely 
known as the home of George Gillham and family who were builders 
and the elder George Gillham who was the leader of the Little 
Common smuggling gang, about which you have already read. 


The Little Common Exhibition at Bexhill Museum has shown the 
importance of preserving photographs, deeds and archive material 
relating to your locality. 


Ann Vollor 
Bexhill Museum 
Exhibitions Committee 


Bexhill Museum, Egerton Road, Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex, TN39 3HL. 
Telephone 01424 787950 
Registered Charity No. 286446 
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